IMB  family  survives  Kenya  massacre 


NAIROBI.  Kenya  (BP)  -  In¬ 
ternational  Miasion  Board 
(1MB)  missionaries  Chris  and 
Jamie  Sue),  along  with  their 
five  children,  walked  into 
Northute  Shopping  Mall  in 
Nairohi,  Kenya,  on  Sept.  21, 
just  minutes  before  Muslim 
extremists  began  firing  au¬ 
tomatic  weapons  and  tossing 
hand  grenades. 

The  family  had  already 
decided  to  go  separate  ways 
—  Chris  witn  one  child  and 
Jamie  with  four.  It  was  only 
after  five  harrowing  hours 
that  thw  were  reunitM. 

For  three  hours,  Jamie  and 
the  four  children  hid  behind 
stacks  of  packaged  flour  in 
a  storage  area.  'I  remember 
thinking  on  the  way  in  that 
the  flour  would  be  good,  pro¬ 
tective  from  bullets. 

They  heard  the  sounds 
of  hand  grenades,  machine 
guns,  and  nelicopters  as  they 
hi<k  Using  her  cell  pihone, 
Jamie  managed  to  maintain 
contact  with  nei  husband  and 
other  members  of  the  Kenya 
Ba^at  Mission. 

Chris  and  a  son  were  on  a 
different  floor  at  the  other 
side  of  the  mall. 

“After  a  while,  some  men 
identif^ng  themselves  as  po¬ 
lice  started  yelling  that  it  was 
OK,  it  was  clear,  come  out  it 
was  OK,’  Jamie  said.  “I  didn't 
trust  it  at  all.  I  called  Chris, 
and  while  everyone  else  left 
he  told  me  that  it  was  not 
clear  and  I  should  not  leave. 


a.  •  •  1 

mr 


IN  MOURNING  —  Students  at  Rosalyn  Academy,  a  Christian  school  in  Nairobi,  Ksnys,  hold 
prayer  services  irveeponse  to  three  days  of  national  mourning  declared  by  the  country's 
president  after  tt»e  Northgats  Mall  iwsessace  toy  Muslim  aMasmiets  from  Siidan.  Many  ohlldron 

“After  hanging  up  I  heard  toily.  They  had  to  turn  back,  elsewhere  in  tbs  mall, 
a  barrage  of  gu^R.  I  thought  however,  as  bullets  stnidc  the  “For  the  next  five  hours,  gre- 
they  had  been  maasaaed.  I  escalator  they  were  on,  rico-  nades  and  gunshots  could  be 
prayed  God  would  put  a  pro-  dieting  everewhere.  They  hid  lieard,*  he  said.  “We  were  get- 
tective  bubble  around  us  so  we  in  a  store  where  workers  shut  tj,jg  phone  calls  telling  us  that 
would  not  be  seen  or  heard.’  and  locked  its  doors.  ^  terrorist  attack,  and 

Eventually,  when  all  seemed  “The  wnahots  kept  goiiv  terrorists  were  pretending  to 
clear,  Jamie  and  her  four  chU-  non-rtOT  for  10  minutes  (ins  ^  ^  people  from 

dren  made  their  way  to  safety.  said.  Whm  the  gunfire  stopprf  .  . 

As  the  attack  on  the  mall  he  was  able  to  reach  Jamie  tlieir  niamg  spots. - 

commenced,  Chris  and  his  son  phone  and  learn  she  and  their  m*  KgNVA  on  p.  8 

tri^  to  find  the  rest  of  their 


^mily.  They  had  to  turn  back, 
however,  as  bullets  strudi  the 
escalator  they  were  on,  rico- 
dieting  eveiywhere.  They  hid 
in  a  store  where  workers  shut 
and  lodmd  its  doors. 

“The  wnshots  kept  goiiv 
non-stra  for  10  minutes,*  (iris 
said.  When  the  gunfire  stopped 
he  was  able  to  reach  Jamie 
phone  and  learn  she  and  their 
four  children  were  OK,  hiding 


surgery 
a  success 

ATLANTA  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptist  Bible  teacher  Henry 
Blackaby’s  quadnmle  by¬ 
pass  surgery  on  %pt.  24 
‘could  not  have  gone  bet- 


Blacks-  blACKABY 
by  u  out 

of  surgery  this  morning. 
The  surgeon  indicated  the 
quadruple  bypass  surgery 
could  not  have  gone  batter. 

arteries  for  several  years.* 
said  the  statement,  posted 
on  the  Blackaby  Ministries 
International  website. 

“The  doctor  claims  he 
will  feel  much  better  once 
his  recovery  is  complete. 
Please  pray  for  his  recov¬ 
ery  and  that  there  will  be  no 
complications.  He  may  be 


BLACKASY  on  p.  B 


Pastor  remains  in  Iran  prison,  under  torture 


NEW  YORK  (BP  and  local  reports)  -  A» 

Iranian-American  pastor  Saeed  Abedini 
marks  one  3rear  of  imprisonment  and  tor¬ 
ture  in  'Tehran’s  brutal  Evin  Prison,  Ws 
wife  encountered  Iran’s  new  piesident, 
Hassan  Rouhani,  in  a  New  York  hotel 
lobby  and  passed  along  a  letter  fiom  the 
prisoner  to  the  president. 

Naghmeh  Abedini,  who  lives  in  Idaho 
with  the  couple’s  two  children,  was  in 
New  York  to  film  interviews  with  Fox 
Nevys,  CNN,  and  other  outlets  calling  for 
her  husband’s  release.  She  happened  to 
be  staying  in  the  same  hotel  as  the  Ira¬ 
nian  oelegation,  in  town  for  the  United 
Nations  General  Assembly. 

As  Rouhani  approached  the  eleva¬ 
tors  Sept.  23,  Naghmeh  Abedini  gave  the 
letter  to  one  of  his  delegates,  who 
promised  to  deliver  the  letter  to  the  pres¬ 
ident,  the  American  Center  for  Law  and 
Justice  (ACLJ),  which  is  representing 
her,  reported. 


NAGHMEH  AND  SAEED  ADEDINI 

In  the  letter,  Saeed  Abedini  recounts 
his  plight  and  asks  the  Iranian  presi¬ 
dent  to  initiate  a  review  of  his  case,  stat¬ 
ing  that  according  to  Iran’s  constitution 
“loosing  the  religion  and  participating 
in  religious  meetings  and  activities  are 
toUlly  legitimate  in  Iran,  but  staying  in 


prison  for  me  and  other  people  like  me  is 
for  sure  illexaL* 

Ahead  of  his  first  visit  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  as  Iran’s  president,  Rouhaiii 
wrote  an  op-ed  in  The  Washington  Post 
Sept.  19  reminding  Americans  that  he 
ran  on  a  moderate  platform  of  “pru¬ 
dence  and  hope’  and  gained  a  “broad, 
popular  mandate.’ 

‘I’m  committed  to  fulfilling  my  prom¬ 
ises  to  my  people,  including  my  pledge  to 
engage  in  constructive  interaction  with 
the  world,"  Rouhani  vyrote,  adding,  “Gone 
is  the  age  of  blood  feuds.  World  leaders 
are  expected  to  lead  in  turning  threats 
into  opportunities.’ 

Also  in  his  column,  Rouhani  wrote  of 
the  Middle  East,  “We  must  create  an  at¬ 
mosphere  where  peoples  of  the  region  can 
decide  their  own  fates.’ 

As  Rouhani  departed  Iran  for  the 

•M  ABEDINI  on  p  a 


A  ma^of  rdationshittblrus 


rf^urteconventiooiwwokherell 
Wspoke  «t  the  Ccmyentioo  of 

IkjNew  York’s  annial  meeting  emly 

Ust  week  to  ki«*  off  «  ftiH  seeson  of  etate 

convention  travri. 

My  goal  is  to  repiesent  the  So^i^ 
BaptM  Cooventioa  (BBC)  to  as  maV 

sUtes  as  possible.  The  reiaon  for  ti|B  is 
sinipte:  H  is  a  time  wfaea  I  can  toudF  tbe 

•  •  *  w  1  _ f  I  I  ^  1 1  Ti  Aaaal. 


**  so  as  *aeaav»  » - - — 

lives  of  a  large  number  of  pastors  ana 
church  leaders. 

Our  cooperative  miniitrles  will 


1  have  often  said  thaflf  wa  lose  tl 
base,  we  hare  lost  tbe  oma.  We  ne 
'  IS  partners  in  ^Besaraging 

_  Whn^  wehavatnaay.man 

churches  in  our  ftate  copaentfaps. 
partienlarly  in  the  Soal%  w«  despei 


thrive  when  trust  is  strong  among  the  to  work  as 
churches,  associations,  state  conventions,  •ootber.  \ . 
and  the  SBC.  I  strive  to  encourage  our 

state  convention  leaders  in  tbe  comason  ^ _ ^ _ _ _ _ 

work  for  Christ  in  which  we’re  enoded.  need  to  understand  the  lostness  that  sur- 

Tr^  is  buih  when  these  relationsh^  rounds  even  those  churches, 

are  strengthened.  If  there  was  ever  a  time  when  we  need 

Our  state  conventions  serve  as  part-  to  be  strengthening  churches  to  reach  the 

ners  in  many  wayr  First  foremoM,  lost,  it  is  now.  Our  state  partners  are  true 

tbw  are  involved  in  readnng  people  in  hdpers  in  that  needed  ministry. 
thA  lespective  states  wto  the  Gospd.  Join  me  in  praying  for  the  work  of  our 

They  also  provide  specialized  ministries  state  convention  ministry  partners, 
to  a  large  number  of  our  churches. 

With  more  than  two  thirds  of  our  ■  Pray  for  your  state  convention 

churAes  focing  slow-growth  or  no-  executive  director.  In  Miaaissippi,  that's 

growth  diallenges,  many  of  our  churches  jim  Putral. 
are  hurting.  In  most  instances,  when  a 

church  needs  help  it  is  the  state  conven-  ■  Pray  for  the  church  planting  and 

tion  to  which  it  goes  for  training,  encour-  other  ministry  spedalistr  m|doyed  by 
agement,  and  assistance  across  a  wide  your  state  convention, 
raim  of  needs. 

rate  conventions  also  serve  u  part-  ■  Pray  for  the  ministry  entities  of  your 
ners  as  tte  conduits  through  wfakb  our  state  convention. 

Southern  Baptist  missions  and  ministries 

receive  CoojpiAitive  Program  (CP)  funds  ■  Pray  for  and  participate  in  the  mis- 
to  do  tile  woik  God  has  entruMed  to  sions  initiatives  of  your  rate  convention, 
them.  Th^  ^ve  taken  significant  stm 

in  forwanung  a  larger  percmti^  of  CP  ■  Pray  for  tbe  collegiate  ministries  in 

funds  to  these  SBC  ministries,  tor  which  your  state, 
we  ate  gratef^.  Partnerships  developed 

over  the  decades  remain  strong  as  we  ■  Pray  for  me  as  I  continue  my  as¬ 

signment  of  building  relationship  and 
hopefully  deepening  trust  as  we  en¬ 
courage  one  another  in  the  good  work 
of  our  Lord. 


scandal  of  malrj 


li  Baptist 
across  the  state. 


nMlssissi; 
churches  s 


filling  tne  haHwaj  3  as  summer  cation.  In  too  wMf  churches, 
fades  and  our  chuAen  make  men  have  failed  to  assume  the 

their  way  to  a  new  year  of  Royal  mantle  of  leaden . 

Ambassadors  (RA).  our  boys  with  a  t 

As  die  boys  settle  in  for  their  sions  Mucation. 
weekto  RA  sessions  eager  to  There  are  the  oU,  tired  ex- 

knoivBow  to  grow  into  real  cuses  for  dodging  diurdi  duty, 

men  who  love  the  Lord  and  His  dusted  off  for  use.  Gotta 
Kingdom  work,  thw  thrill  to  work  late,  pastor.  That’s  my  tee 

tbe  action  stories  of  missionary  time.  Back  trouble.  Gout.  Bad 

adventures  -  especially  when  the  kidneys.  Chronic  headaches.  Be 
heroes  of  these  real-life  stories  nerves.  Deer  season.  Boring  me 
are  boys  their  age.  terial.  Not  a  good  speaker.  Not 

They  soak  up  every  word  of  educated.  Dog  ate  my  bomewoi 
presairations  by  missionaria  What’s  your  excuse?  If  the 


ion  of  mis- 


every  level. 

It  took  me  a  little  over  a  year  in  my 
current  role  to  get  to  every  state  conven¬ 
tion  and  visit  with  the  executive  directors 
of  those  conventions.  I  have  found  these 
men  to  be  (foeply  called  and  passiooate 
about  winning  people  to  Chrwt. 


From  whence  wiD  come  our 
missionaries  and  miaBfoiis  lead¬ 
ers  of  tile  next  gsncration,  if  we 
foil  this  crucial  taA?  When  we 
oU  out  in  our  old  age  for  some¬ 
one  to  whom  w»  can  pass  our 
mantle,  what  If  mB  one  answers? 

The  late  Harry  Chapin  com¬ 
posed  a  soim  entided.  Cat’s  In 
theCmdk.  n  is  about  a  man  who 
doesn’t  realise  nalB  It  la  too  late 
that  his  son  has  grosm  up  never 


I  am  thankful  for  our  state  convention 
partners  and  pray  this  foil  will  be  a  time 
of  deepening  resolve  and  commitment  to 
the  work  of  our  Lord. 

Page,  president  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention's  Executive  Committee  in 
NashviBe,  is  serving  as  interim  pastor  of 
First  Ckurdt,Jadct<m. 


the  states  tl^  serve  and  have  a  deep  f 
skm  for  their  Dome  base.  They  also  w 
a  clear  vision  for  reaching  the  nations 
with  the  message  of  salvation  through 
Jesus  Christ,  both  h^e  and  abroad. 
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So.  Baptist  leaders  defend 
military  chaplain  guidelines 


NASHVaXE  (BP)  -  New  care 

lines  from  the  Nordi  American  and 
Mission  Board  (NAMB)  prohib-  and 


itance  coUegiality,  and  pluralism." 
aling.  On  Sept  23,  ABP  publisfaed 
!nier-  another  commentary  mom  fbi^ 
’ssac-  mer  military  drapUmsItaulDo^ 


chaplains  from 


aixl  Herman 


oounsding  same  sex  couples  re-  military  cfaimlains  i 
fleet  the  Souflietn  Baptist  Con-  from  participating 
ventkm  (SBC)  and  Hs  most  ba-  worship  services  "w 
sic  undastanding  of  separation  contractor  or  voluii 
of  churdi  and  state,  Russell  D.  soiu^  practices  i 
Moore,  president  of  ^  SBC  Eth-  litetyte  or  aflinns 
ics  and  Religious  liberty  Cotp-  lifes^orsuchoon 
mission  (ERLC),  said  in  an  online  NAMB  guidelii 
video  dialogue  Si^  19. 

Moore’s  dUlogue  [ 
with  Andfrew  Walxer, 
the  ERLC’s  director  of 
policy  studies,  came  [ ^ 
after  several  former  t  j  ^ 
military  chaplains  and  Im 
a  group  of  atheists  criti-  V 

the  new  ^de-  B  ^ 
lines.  Some  said  SBC  j-^ns 
chaplains  should  lesim  iWOOr 
because  they  womd 
be  unable  to  ftilfiU  their  duties 
among  all  service  members. 

Moore,  however,  noted,  "We 
have  libeml  Baptist  noups  who 
for  many,  inany  years  nave  talked 
about  religious  liberty  and  sepa¬ 
ration  of  church  and  state  now 
saying  we  need  an  established  re- 
lipon  that  says  the  sexual  revolu¬ 
tion  is  now  codified  and  the  gov¬ 
ernment  ought  to  erdiiroe  it 
"What  esKiitian]^  happening 
is  we’re  callipg  far  the  scpaaaakn 
of  diurcfa  ana  state,  to  be  able  to 
saychapUhicyisn^asubsetaftiw  witness 
muitary.  inmeed,  what  the  mih- 
taiy  is  doin^  —  having  r- 
chaplains  —  IS  to  enable 
people  in  the  milftary  to 
hedy  exercise  their  reli-  |  > 
gion.  It  is  not  just  a  port  1  PV 
of  some  land  of  Ameri-  ! 
can  civil  rehgioiL  I  0 

■That  is  why  we  don't  |  j 
just  have  a  vague,  ^ 

neric,  leart-oommon-de-  _  ^  - 

nominator  ctutplam.'  wwALHert  force  Sou 

It  is  also  why  Mar-  chaplains  1 

mons,  Buddhists,  Catholics,  ble  positions  with  p 
Jev^  and  Muslims  have  military  and  into  violating 
chaplains,  Moore  said.  serve  in  a  phirsBs 

NAMB  is  the  Southern  Bap-  cultural  envuonmenL 
tirt  agency  that  administers  the  On  Sept  16,  Tom  Carpento, 
SBC  chaplaiticy  program  and  co-founder  of  the  Forum  on  the 
appoints  chaplains  on  behalf  of  Military  Chaplaincy  ^  “  *•*? 
the  convention.  with  me  Piesbytenm  Oimra 

In  addition  to  prohibiting  USA,  wrote  in  an  opinion  edito- 
portidpation  in  same  sex  mar-  rial  carried  by  Associated  Bap- 
riage  ceremonies  and  counseling  tirt  Press  (ABP)  that  die  NAMB 
same  sex  couples,  NAMB  guide-  regulations  would  force  Southm 
lines  now  indude  explicit  state-  Baptist  diaplains  to  choose  be- 
ments  that  Southern  Baptist  tween  "God  or  countiy 
chaplains  will  practice  ministiy  “Given  that  choice,  as  men 
in  Ught  of  the  biblical  defira-  (NAMB  forbids  women  to  sj^ 


coiinsd  in  accordance  ronmentoftfaemilitiiry. 
with  the  tenets  of  their  ‘Attitudes  of  religious  hostil-  ^ — •-  — 
denominational  frfth  ity,  which  erect  waUs  rather  than  lu  sebui/'b  tk..  , 

group  and  their  own  religious  build  bridges,  are  incompatible  hu  tho  hrnr.» 

oonaoence-  while  treatinTaji  with  thoseile^’  spotlighted  by  the  bronze  rta 

others  with  (%iity,  reflect  and  A  group  oiffing  itsdf  Military  Forces  Chaplaincy  Cei 

Christ-like  love.  Atheists  and  Freeminkers  is-  Jackson  near  Columbia,  S.C. 

Walker  said  in  the  video  dialog  sued  a  statement  flirt  the  NAMB  chaplain  in  full  combat  gear  t 

that  NAMB  found  it  necessary  to  guidelines  place  military  diap-  on  the  battlefield.  (BP  photo) 
offer  a  more  ptedw  statement  bins  in  a ‘X:rtcb-22“  situation, 
of  its  chaplaincy  guidelines  in  a  They  must  d^  militaiy  nm- 
‘part-DOMA’  world  created  fay  lotions  and  their  duties  or  aay 
tM  U.S.  Supreme  Court’s  dea-  their  denomination.  They  must 
sion  to  overturn  the  federal  De-  eiflierwockwtfliaiidforallser- 
fcnac  of  Marriage  Act  in  Jvme.  vice  members  withaut  Aierrinii- 

our  cfaapirtnn' offering  a  proper  tion  —  or  —  murt  avoid  all 

_  a  Chrirt-like  witness  —  cooperation  even  with  those  who 

that  respects  aD  individuab  in  flie  affim  ffM  and  leshiang'  the 
- ,  militaiy  but  also  hokb  gn^s^ 


ftaes  the  parameters  for  1 
rites  and  flie  clei]gymu’s 
individual  discretion 
wim  those  rites." 

The  statements  from 
Stanly  and  Pollitt  are 
brief  descriptions  of  stiD- 
existing  pobey  within  the 


firm  to  Southern  Baptist 
doctrine,"  Walker  said. 
He  abo  said  there  b 


agrees,  from  NAMB. 

(y&IB’s  When  the  Deportment  of 
;ue  that  fenae  officially  ended  its  "Don’t 
xrt  win  Ask,  Don’t  Tdl"  policy  on  homo- 
Baptirt  sexuab  serving  in  the  militaiy  in 
lefimsi-  September  2011,  Under  Secre- 
leaders  taiy  of  fiefense  Oiftbrd  Stanley 


manual  on  rehgtous  ^ 

support  (mi^X  for 
instance,  chaplains  are 
said  to  be  piotec^  un¬ 
der  flie  free  exercise  ebuse  of  the 
First  Amoidment 

‘As  oedentialed  religious 
leaders,  who  are  themsehes  guar¬ 
anteed  the  free  exercise,  of  leli- 
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it  was  not  for  one  leaf,  no  tree  would 
be  covered  with  leaves.  While  the  one 
leaf  may  seem  small  and  could  arrae  h 
is  insignificant  to  the  tree,  h  would  be 
wroi^  For  that  one  is  needed  both  to 
belpMing  nourishment  to  the  tree  and 
enMle  the  tree  to  produce  future  life. 
The  one  little  leaf  falling  could  not  see 
that  and  it  gave  up. 

There  is  an  argument  that  I  can  make 
and  I  think  that  f  could  even  win  in 


to  a  dad  how  imi 


is  to  his  <£ildien  and  his  w&.  I  could 
argue  with  a  mom  who  thinks  that  she 
is  not  making  a  difference  that  sh^of  all 
peo(de  is  de^pera^y  needed.  I  could 
talk  to  a  grandpareDt  who  may  feel  that 
the  important  dan  of  life  have  rone  bv 
and  the  relationMi^  now  are  few  and 
insignificant  Wro^i  I  could  remind 
the  workman  who  fm  uadeas  and 
wortidess  because  he  docs  not  have  a  job 
at  the  moment  that  he  is  still  a  person  of 
great  valne. 

Now  if  by  clumoe  you  fed  like  that 
one  sohtarv  leaf,  nry  encouragement  to 
you  is  don't  fed  that  way  for  it  is  untrue. 
Don't  let  go  because  you  ate  still  needed. 
Don't  become  detached  for  you  can  both 
am  and  receive  in  the  relationship.  In 
m  words  of  the  great  Apostle  Paul  in 
the  magnificent  resurrection  chapter,  1 
Corinthians  15,  be  condudes  it  Iw  say¬ 
ing,  ‘Therefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  be 
ye  steadfast,  immovable,  always  abound¬ 
ing  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch 
as  ye  know  that  your  labor  is  not  in  vain 
in  the  Lord’  (vs.  58). 


One  Solitary  Leaf 


leasttothosewhowatchedandmaybe 

eventothemastheyesperienceditfliey  soHta^leaf  fell  that  monung.  Ido  ^ 
ale«tobeattadiratoatm,Itboiiglit  iiMilettD.  know  ntnythiiig  or  how  much  could 

rtifi  folk*  do  that  wrthchureh  have  other  thousand 

We^  and  Adr  outward  expression  of  walking  ofleavesloavoidtiiatmoineiit.  Ic^ 
with  God.  I  have  sroi  them  do  it  with  tainly  am  aware  that  in  the  fiito  wo^ 
SJ^J^torhS^i^d^S^^fAat  theirjob.  For  whatever  reason,  they  let  and  among  bdrevers  we  are  « 

!!hv*S^^Stetro<^ttat™r^?  go  and  walk  away.  I  have  seen  them  comaged  to  bear  one  ano^s  border 
Tlil^mArt^hetedmewB  do  h  with  their  marriage.  Theyquietly  .  andtoreadiouttoabro^orsister, 
beauM^awwndered  the  same  thing  crash  after  everything^m  crying  to  afijndornejgh^andhdp^mto 
-----  complaining,  to  counading  to  commit-  hold  on.  But  I  also  tecooiize  that  at  b 

ment.  Whythen?  Those  are  questions  we  still  may  not  know  what  is  going  01 
about  areas  of  life  which  I  am  convinced  in  someone's  he^,  do^  deep  in  thei 
cannot  be  answered  because  the  answers  thought  life  and  in  the  inner  atmosphi 
cannot  be  found.  But  like  the  falhng  of  that  iray  exist  of  despair,  dread  aim 
the  early  morning  leaf,  often  there  is  londiness.  So  in  a  moment  when  it  is 
little  that  can  bedone  to  stop  us  from  least  expected,  th^  let  go,  give  up  aiK 


gone  thixM^  Ufe’s  trials  with  incredible 
troubles  alliuound  Aem  and  wiA  pres¬ 
sures  boA  from  wiAin  and  ftom  wiA- 
out  which  would  seemingly  crush  a  soul, 
but  they  held  on  and  stood  strong.  Then 
when  everyAing  seemed  to  be  going 
smooAly  and  for  no  apparent  reason,  at 
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L.D. 

O’Mire 


MS  POSITIONS 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Mississirn  Co^vf^llo> 

fl<  loht'r  f  lliifttist  C/iiin  /i.  hn  ksmi 


caHed 

veiton  at  pastor 
effectfaa^WtHe 
itshotl^MMrttis 
wsfaTaMiand  ton 
Luka.  The  VWvef- 
tons  have  reoandy 
adopiad  a  Hdla  girl, 
Mariana  Grace. 
ThaVeiwaMorts 
oomaframTritatv 
Churdviaural. 


iClf^G  GE  UStot 
xzd  W^M  GC  CWX 


GWSQU, 


RW  NX  WTKX  WXTDM 


GSVX  NX  ZWECFM  FXG 


GWXV 

wxtb: 


Bdhasai  UniveraMjr  anckthe 
Uniaam^y  of  MiasWppi.'This 
oewRyliag  comes  soon  after  the 
recent  announceuieal,  by  V.  S. 
News  an4  World  ftlBOtt  ttam- 
WCU  as  the  Soolin  namber 
one  ‘Best  College  VahM.*  Other 
signi6cant  distinctitaia  teehide 
beiiig  ranked  as  a  Top  Tier  Re- 
gknal  University*  by  U.S.  News 
and  World  Rep^  ^  named  a 
‘Military  Frieiidly  Sdiool.* 


Havefim 


WMYA  (NENI  LOiaSVUE)  ■  limTITT  DUCK  HLL  aAAliil  CWWCH  tl  PUCK 

YOUTHaCHURBl  Ssnd  imaras  t)  12M  OBIiaASIuaa*aillHOFin^itn«i 
^tevMoSIvatwaasaa  Mi^riaBaifccWK 


»o««r^oo«r«iuWts*iiji»nsatoll*iBC  ptnaWI-TTMtlT  - 

mlMiilEducalon  Send  rsaeras to Fany  oaTUNBURG  aBtTALS: 
Coti»iua*a«ii>,12308Biind..Hirt»(as.  acOmlorSMb  Contoct Sg 822 OWI cr 
AMwnsasaU.  ATTH  PinetvalCuiiwan  E<ial:  panSTWOnUtol  tor  Nansion  an) 

WANT  A  0000  omUP  OF  CMtBnAN  _ _ _ 

WONW  TO  BttHtTAai  AT  YOUR  NBtT  QCT  AWAYATBCT»r»  tl’CAMWedtor 

SENKIR  CtnZBW  GR0UR7  Cd  t»  stiodwaii-emeti  _ 

RngaRon  aasaatograto  VWiing.M  STAaO  OLAtSIWORKS,  ac..  aa>ang  MS  A 
Idas,  an)  ptoy  iratunaSi  Cstisa  601-  M.ina16e2.CSI80O«)S-297O 
657-0736  Accnang  t»°<*toei  tor  2014  »Ofg  fom 

Orr  THE  BEST  RATES  ON;  (toatitosuaict  matonri  Oaaton  owad  Don  6 SNiatv 
an)  Matca*  Sreetonanto.  Cd  1-60IFM1-  601-6024062.  M  ham  npraana*  atiy. 
6166  or  vaS  «aa  Toiattaua»aQ*a  can  aaigy  ^cart  «a«to»a.  6_  iWn* 
waawwANDacRraiwop-WBtDoaB 
a- ~o«no« 


Cd  Tom  Cook  601-706A679 


Hearinq  is  Believin 


•JIL* 


(ionofWMU. 


CHURCH, 
RICHTON,  held 
a  party  celebrat¬ 
ing  the  100th 
anniversary  of 
GAr  Shown  are 
Hanna  M.  Shaw, 
Leah  Melvin,  Ella 
Grace  Smith, 
Sarah  McMillan, 
Isabelle  Smith, 
Abby  Nichols, 
and  Mallory 
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/  MO  am  •  1:90  pm  /  IMBipllilChlvdi  JKkMa 

tnvivhgi 

^  AUWIneferCareglveri 

ragluirtodiy  for  this  lnlonnMivtNrninar.lt  Is  dMlgnad 
for  Cartgivars  and  thtTbtripists  arfo  Sociai  Worktn 
htip  thtm  navigatt  tht  unctrtain  Tatars  of  cartgiving. 


VM  wwtMUummItfIrst  ora  or  oi  601.940.1949 

to  rndo  yow  raiarvation  or  rnoN  Information. 

COmteartlwa 

Ttsiwfcnwlmil.rtr. 


In  othar  Church  , 
News; 

>  Meadowview  Church, 
StarkviNe,  is  hostiiig  a  men's 
conference  Oct  i8  - 19  featur¬ 
ing  Ted  DiBiase,  GeriU  Sim- 
mons.  Kenny  Di|^.  Roiudd 
Medcs,  Wade  Stevens,  Seth 
KirUand,  and  Scott  Cap(^ 
man.  Registration,  $45.  For 
details  aM  registratk^  c^ 
(662)  323-2963  or  visit  WWW. 
mbcstarfc.com 


>  Highland  Church,  Nih- 
chez,  VBS  recently,  with 
an  average  attendance  of  200 
children.  Stephanie  McCall, 
VBS  director,  Paul  Souther¬ 
land,  pastor. 

>-  Firet  Church,  liMry,  is 
boatiiig  a  WortdCrails  Party 
Oct  5,  to  ajn.  Brunch  provid¬ 
ed.  All  proceeds  will  benefit 
impoverished  artisans  world- 
wi^  WorldCrafts  is  a  divi- 


LOLLARS  GROVE  CHURCH,  EUPORA, 

ordainedTarry  Gora  as  deacon  Sapt  22.  Shown 
are  pastor  William  Waddle  and  Gore. 


GAs  and  WMU  women  from  SILVER  CREEK  CHURCH, 
PIKE  ASSOCIATION,  passed  out  10  cases  of  water  and  tracts 
to  people  at  the  Pike  County  Fair  Sept  7 


CROSS  ROADS  CHURCH,  RANKIN  COUNTY,  ordained  Kirit 
Gordin  and  Austin  Kay  as  deacons  Sept  22.  Shovm  are  Gordin, 
Mindy  Gordin,  pastor  John  Vaughn,  Kessie  Key,  and  Key. 


AUBURN  CHURCH,  TUPELO,  ordained 
Ryan  Sewell  as  deacon.  Shown  are  pastor 
Jimmy  Harwy,  Sewell,  and  Amanda  Sewell. 


INEST  MCCOMB  CHURCH, 
MCCOWW.  surprised  pastor 
Mann  Menidom  and  his  wWs 
Denise  by  renovating  their 
kitchen,  living  room,  two 
bathrooms,  and  utility  room, 
installing  new  flooring,  lights, 
appliances,  counter  tope, 
backapl^,  flat  screen  TV 
surround  sound,  painting,  and 
landscaping  while  the  Win- 
dome  were  away  for  four  days 
InVWshlngton,  DC  Shown 
are  theWbidoms  in  their  new 
Jdlchen. 


GOOD 


CHURCH.  NANIH  WAIYA.  rvcantly  honored 
•duating  seniore  with  a  breakfast  and  racogni- 
aervica. 


Children  from  CALVARY  CHURCH, 
VICKSBURG,  are  shown  with  thair  Margaret 
Lackey  offing  jar. 


(WESSON  CHURCH,  (WESSON,  ordainad 
Scott  Spaights  as  daacon  Sapt  22.  Shown  are 
Jeff  Knight  Sharon  Spaights,  Speights,  and 
pastor  Nalaon  Santa  Ana. 


FLOlWOOD 
CHURCH, 
FLOlWOOD,  held 
a  baby  dedication. 
Sho^  are  Eliza¬ 
beth  Donald  and 
daughter  Ashleigh; 

Josh  and  Chris¬ 
tina  Tyrone  and  son 
Davis;  Ike  ar>d  April 
Maaaey  with  son 
Trotter  and  daugh¬ 
ter  Ally.  Also  shown 
with  the  Masseys 
are  Lee  and 
Madison. 


NEWT  HOPE  CHURCH.  MYRTLE,  ordainad 
John  Clark.  Ricky  Jordan,  artd  Mika  Gonzales 
as  deacons  Sept.  22.  Shown  are  Clark,  Jordan, 
pastor  Freddy  Johnson,  and  Gonzales. 


The  Mission  Friartds 
ofSLAYDEN 
CHURCH.  MAR¬ 
SHALL  ASSOCIA¬ 
TION.  celebrated 
Christmas  in  August 
by  boxing  school 
supplies  and  sanding 
thm  to  Elk  City,  Ky., 
to  the  children  (rf  coal 
miners  who  couldn't 
sffordRo  purchase 
them.  Katherine 
Boling  ar>d  Peggy 
Billingsley,  leaders; 
Rusty  Fair,  pastor. 


IMMANUEL  CHURCH.  GREENWOOD,  heid  a  RA/GA  Rec¬ 
ognition  Day. 


Students  from  MILfTARY  CHURCH,  SUMRALL.  attended 
M-fuge  In  Mobile,  Ala.,  June  17-22,  participating  in  mission 
work,  cleaning  yards,  coordinating  backyard  Bible  study 
groups,  working  in  community  centers,  and  sharing  Christ.  Two 
of  the  students  helped  lead  someone  to  Christ. 


Just  for  the  Record 


ETHB.  CHURCH,  ETHB,  recently  celebrated 
the  second  annual  Salvation  Celebration  where 
those  baptizsd  in  the  last  church  year  were  recog¬ 
nized.  Hamburgers  and  hot  dogs  with  all  the  trim¬ 
mings  were  served  following  the  morning  service. 


GOODWATER 
CHURCH. 
MAGEE, 
presented  a 
plaque  to  Wiley 
Ainsworth  for  his 
lifetime  of  dedica¬ 
tion  and  service  to 
the  church  Sept. 
22.  Ainsworth 
was  ordained  as 
a  deacon  in  1969. 
Shown  are  Steven 
Reed,  Ainsworth, 
and  Rose  Ain¬ 
sworth. 
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TKM,  oiiikratod  it*  ITfq^nivMary  St 
booka  diraiWciing  tht  hitto^  of  th«  churai 
The  cMtchMd  a  meal  cmfie  oraunda.  S 
mer  paaiar  Jeff  Parker  arid  current  paator. 


iloeiay  Cbwcti,  MM-OMK 

AaaoaMoae  loodi  annhie^ 
atiy.  entire  month  of  October, 
Weaneadqm,  6  pjn.;  Sun.,  ti 
a.m.  and  3  p.m.;  Oct  2,  An¬ 
thony  Bum;  Oct  6,  David  Mi¬ 
chel  and  Jeaw  King;  Oct  9,  Le¬ 
von  Jackaon;  Oct  13,  Chadat 
Youm  and  Fred  Hinson;  Oct 
16,  Jerry  Johnson;  Oct  20, 
Predginai  Mfflson  and  David 
Hanrnton;  Oct  23,  Tommy 
WiOiaawm;  Oct  27,  Jim  Futiai 
and  Cbranoe  Coom,  Jr.;  Oct 


Burnham, 


KENYA- 

rsoor.  from  p.  1 


Two  houta  Aer  his  wife  and 
tfaefe  four  othay  children  made 
it  to  Mfety,  Ctaii  and  their  ton 
were  able  to  fee  and  them 
at  the  home  of  1MB  missionar¬ 
ies  Jad(  and  Bert  Yates  a  block 
firom  the  malL 

"We  are  certain  that  aa«>ne 
the  greatest  moments  of  joy  cn 
our  nves,  is  when  Jack  and  I 
spotted  Jamie  and  the  young¬ 
er  kids  walking  towaraa  us, 
and  then  as  we  received  the 
^  of  gjving  them  hugs,’  Bert 
Yates  said. 

When  Chris  and  their  older 
son  escaped,  thev  were  aMt  by 
a  co-worker.  Debbie  McPetTon, 
an  IMB  missionary  who  lives  a 
two-minute  waBc  from  the  mall, 
sent  out  continuous  reports 
and  praver  reouests  as  events 
unfolded  over  me  four  Atm. 

‘Hearing  barrages  of  gun- 
6re,  the  Masts  of  grenades,  and 
the  roar  of  low-flying  police 
and  army  helicopters  were  all 
constant  prayer  reminders,’ 
McFerron  wrote  on  Facebook 
and  a  personal  blog  she  and  her 
husband  maintain. 

‘Pray  that  even  as  people’s 
thougm  ran  to  God  during 
the  crisis,  they  would  continue 
to  run  to  God  as  daily  life  re¬ 
sumes,’  she  wrote  in  the  after- 
math  of  the  crisis. 

The  day  before  terrorists 
seized  Nairobi's  Westgate 
Shopping  Man,  Bert  Yates  was 
there.  ‘How  long  will  it  be  be¬ 
fore  terrorists  make  good  their 
threats  and  attack  a  public 

pisoe  sudi  as  tMsP'  she  said 
she  thou^t  to  herself. 

Less  than  24  hours  later,  her 
thoughts  became  a  reality.  For 
four  days,  the  tragic  events  of 
the  mall's  takeover  and  hostage 
crisia  unfolded  around  them. 
By  the  time  it  was  over,  as 
many  as  200  people  were  dead, 
hundreds  were  traumatized, 
and  over  175  wounded. 

Kenyan  authorities  con¬ 
tinue  tne  grim  task  of  recover¬ 
ing  victiins  buried  beneath  the 
rubble  of  the  internally  col- 
Umeed  Imilding.  A  combination 
of  multiple  exjMokion*  *nd  in¬ 
tentionally  set  fires  caused  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  mall  to  give  way. 

Militants  of  the  Somali- 
baaed  al-Sbabaab  organiza¬ 
tion  seized  the  mall  in  re¬ 
taliation  for  what  they  called 
Kenya's  interference  in  inter¬ 
nal  Somali  affairs. 

Bert  Yates  and  her  hus¬ 
band  heard  the  gunfire  and 
explosiona,  and  watched  as 
helicopters  hovered  over  their 
bouse  for  72  hours  before  the 
crisia  was  over.  ‘I  would  M- 
ten  stop,  especially  after  times 
of  sporadic  blasts  and  firing, 
and  think  how  calm  and  nor¬ 
mal  things  were  in  our  house 
and urden. 

‘People  were  suffering  only 
a  short  distance  away  in  ways 
that  I  could  not  even  imagine. 
To  be  so  close,  but  10  separat¬ 
ed,  was  a  surreal  expenence. 
eerie,  but  really  there  is  no 
good,  defining  word.’ 


buriness.  It|l 
we  are  harm 


Christ 


this  evil. 


can 


one  of  my 
,  ‘Thank 
You  have 
belief 


Terrorists  nmaned  to  hold 
off  Kenyan  secial^  forces  for 
four  da^  befoi*|(enyan  Presi¬ 
dent  UEimi  Ki.  latmi  was  final¬ 
ly  able  hrarmoiwe  the  end  of 
me  ordeal.  . 

While  both  mllMToriats  and 
Vi  iijiaii  III  I  iiiilp||ii  1  ■  lai  il  in 
dal  media  to  {mpagate  their 
victories  duriim  (lie_aiege  and 
hostage  situatl 
extolled  social 
for  raising  pra' 

‘Aa  Is 
Facebook 
yM  for  your 

definite  reafOnmd  my  beUef 
in  Facebook  and  aodaf  media 
being  incredible  yrayer  tools!’* 
she  wrote. 

The  prayer  value  of  aodal 
media  was  alao  affirmed  when 
news  of  the  Wealgate  mall  be¬ 
ing  on  fire  waa  posted  on  Face- 
book  and  in  various  bloggs,  in- 
dnding  IMB’s  CompassionNet 
pace  on  Facebook,  Yates  said. 

'Based  on  what  I  can  docu¬ 
ment  and  inteRigent  guess¬ 
es  more  than  10,000  prapfe 
viewed  this  prayer  item  within 
a  few  hours,*  she  eaid. 

Retired  IMB  mieeinnaiy 
Sharon  Pumpelly  shared  on 
ber  diureh’s  Facebook  page 
a  pnyer  retjuaat  ahe  recdved 
from  Nairobi.  It  was  about  a 
younf  fiunily  who  loct  their 
livee  m  the  attack  on  the  mall. 
The  woman,  a  Harvard  Univer¬ 
sity  graduate,  waa  eight-and-a- 
half  months  pregnant. 

‘We  have  a  [miaaionaiy] 
friend  who  is  out  in  Kenya  min¬ 
istering  to  pregnant  ooupiei,* 
Pump^  wrote.  ‘After  a  birth¬ 
ing  daat,  one  of  the  eouplea 
went  to  the  mail.’  ' 

Punmlly's  friend,  a  misskm- 
aiy  with  Africa  Inland  Mission, 
shared,  ‘It  breaks  my  heart  to 
tay  that  we  lost  expectant  par¬ 
ents  and  their  unoorn  baby  in 
this  attack.  These  parents  were 
very  happy,  excited,  and  ready 
for  their  little  one  to  arrive.’ 

Found  dead  on  the  floor  of 
the  mall,  ^  expectant  father 
was  cradling  hia  wife  in  hia 
arms,  one  hand  draped  protec¬ 
tively  over  her  pregnant  stom¬ 
ach.  He  was  a  reoignized  ar¬ 
chitect,  having  designed  free  of 
charge  an  HlV-AI[»  hospital 
in  Kraya.  She  was  a  well-known 
malaria  specialist  working  in 
Kenya  with  the  Bill,  Hillary  and 
Chelsea  Clinton  Foundation. 

‘Please  pray  for  these  fami¬ 
lies  as  they  have  loct  so  much,’ 
Pumpelley'a  friend  said,  ‘and 
please  pny  for  our  team  aa  we 
embrace  the  people  here  at  our 
training  center,  that  God  would 
prepare  our  hearts  and  minds.’ 

'Tim  Tidenbetg.  IMB  strat¬ 
egy  leadec  for  East  Afiica,  wrote. 


laar  iskit  is  iwi  afc 
_  MaH-thefast  few 
have  been  ones  of  shock, 
we  watched  die  terrorist  ritu- 

tfae^fomtteofirfiiA^dod 

*roddy  TSept.  26),  the  mfe- 
aion  community  met  topetber 
''  jforatuneofpnqrer— atuMf  to 
aacoursfe  aiid  to  aee  eoehm- 
I  cr  fece  to  face,’ he  eaid. ‘A#  we 
RieLtheeafajectof  His  feithfiil- 
ness  again  came  to  the  fote- 
^'-trooL  In  daya  such  aa  these,  we 
'  must  keep  our  eyn  on  Him.* 

While  reflecting  on  the 
tnuma  die  and  her  fem- 
ily  went  throu^  Jamie  9nei 
faid,  ~Theae  dniiga  happen. 
Vs  somednaes  the  cost  of  do¬ 
ing  [miadon]  bushieaa.  It  is  the 
reason  we  are  here.  Only  Christ 
can  penetrate  this  evB. 

‘He  called  na,  we  ( 
day  until  He  releaaea  os. . 
ffmea  living  in  the  center  of 
G^'s  will  b  dan^erena.  Dan¬ 
gerous,  hot  God  IS  ipod.  Tm 
ptay^  that  God  will  use  this 
to  bring  ^ory  to  Hiinself,  which 
He  always  does.’ 

Through  its  Member  Care 
sainistries,  IMB  provides  coun- 
seliiM  service  to  missionary 
famines  when  d^  eiperience 
trauma  like  that  in  Nairobi. 

Tim  Cearley,  a  senior  IMB 
strategy  leader  in  Africa,  said, 
‘We  are  so  thankful  for  God's 
protection  over  our  peraon- 
nel  during  the  recent  trouble 
in  Kenya.  Of  course  our  per¬ 
sonnel  were  greatly  affected 
as  they  wait^  prayed  and 
heatd  gMiBre,  explodons  and 
scraUM.  Aa  wML  our  haarf  go 
out  to  all  the  people  of  Kenya. 
So  many  people  in  Nairobi  are 
deeply  gneving  the  loss  of  the 
sense  of  a  peaceful  and  safe 
place  to  live. 

‘Now  we  ask  that  people 
pray  for  peace  and  for  hcbl- 
ing,*  Cearley  added.  ‘Pray,  too, 
that  beUevers  will  have  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  abate  the  hope  they 
have  within  them,  and  me  true 
source  of  their  peace.* 


MEDICARE 

Supplement 


SAVE  Up  To 


O’Mire 
Financial 
1  Services 

1.800.844J254 
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r  Mt  vwinn  Chimh. 

ortr 

-SaL.ypjfcifiLuajB 


Uh- 
6:  Pit 

L,  7  pjflsfP,  a  am,  fol¬ 
lowed  ny  oasniad  dish  hinefa; 
Zack  Sraidi,  appdacr,  Hubert 
OcL  Greer,  imide;  Jerry  Causey, 
pastor. 


3o,kGkeBevana. 

V  Geodwafer  Church,  SmHh 


. .  a  Rnv,  Uu  wad  Iqt 
hmeh  arid  1:30  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Tiies.,  7  p^;  Doyle  Boyles, 
speaker;  koke  Walker,  pm 


V  Ludfow  Church, 

Homecoming  and  revival,  OcL 
6-9;  Sum,  11  ajm,  followed 
by  hmeh  and  aingiiig;  Mon. 
Wed.,  7  pjn.f  WHUaia,, 


leader;  Gary  LaiwM)n.pea- 


►  Hetmuay  Chuech, _ 

County;  Homecoming,  OcL  6; 
singing,  10  sjn.  featuring  The 
Gkxyland  (^laiteL  worship,  a 
a.m.,  foDo«^  by  hmeh;  W^ 
I  Reid,8peaksr. 


►  Smyrna  Church,  Hadahii- 

rat  Hocnecoming.  OcL  6;  ser¬ 
vices,  a  sjn.,  followed  by  lunch 
and  mini-concert  with  ^  His 
Grace;  Wah  Grayson,  speaker. 

V  MoesBi  Mamoilal  Church. 

MoaaBa:  128th  homecoming, 
OcL  6;  services,  10  aju.,  fol¬ 
lowed  fay  hmeh;  Geoiue  Boaer, 
speaker;  qiedal  muse  du^ 
■ervioe;  Keith  Thoti^ison,  pm- 
tor. 

^  Htst  Church,  Buda:  lootfa 
anniversaiy,  OcL  6;  worship, 
io:m  ajn.,  fcillowed  by  hinm 
and  afternoon  celebration. 

>  QaMaa  Church,  RanUn 


^  Hrst  Church,  Stonawafl. 

Revival,  OcL  6-9;  Sun.,  wnr- 
thfo  lOM  sjn.,  followed  by 
hmeh  aiid6p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed., 
7  p.m.;  Jeriy  Mixon,  qieaker, 
Lee  Robinson,  music 

V  Enon  Church,  Qrsnada: 
Homeoomi^  OcL  6;  services, 
a  a.in..  followed  by  oovereo 
dish  meal;  Buit,  speaker, 
Anthony  BoOuiger,  rauK 

^  Thomaatown  Church, 
Thomaatoum:  Revival,  OcL 
7  ~  7  P-m.;  Bnioe  Fteeman, 

speaker,  Gaiy  Caudill,  music. 

CortacUon;  In  the  Sgjtem- 
le  ifaptist 


ber  26  e^tion  of  The  _ 
Record,  the  name  of  the  ps^r 
of  Ted  Oiurdi,  Louin,  mould 
neve  read  James  Shumaker. 
Tne  Record  regrets  the  error. 
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Need  a 

IMIS  silid.  "I  iiii)  till  lilll'l  "I  "'"  I'l 
\\  liin  \ir  liillo"''  nil-  "ill  H''l  ”iill' 

in  iliirkiu'ss  hill  "ill  liii'i'  ll'i' 
lii;hl  III  lili."  i.li'liii  f<:l-i 


>  shall  Hu  lolhiiiiiu;  luairi 
kill)  (•oil  ill  lour  "oi'ils: 


.  I  oiil.  I  ailmil  lliat  I  ni i il  >*>u. 

1 1  hail'  siiiiuil.i 
I.  I  "aiil  liiriii' I'lU'ss  lor  ini  sins 
anil  riifiloin  Iroiii  iti  rnal 
ih  alli.  1 1  ri  iu  iil.i 
.V  I  lulii  ii-  li'ii'  'lii'l  •""* 
oin  Ihi  urair  to  loiuin  m>  'ins 
anil  lo  ri'l'in  in>  ri lalionship 
»ith  Mill,  il  htliiM-  in  li'iiMl 

4.  H\  lailh.  I  iniitr  .li'H'  <  I'ri'l 
inio  m>  lilr.  I  roin  Ihi'  linn -on. 
Il  lo  liM  in  a  Iomiiu  rilalioii'hip 
iiilh  Him.  il  rulin'  <  hri'l  as 
nil  Sai inr  and  l.ord.l 


hot  as  niaoi  as  rini'iil  linn,  lo  no... 

Hu-  riyht  lo  hiioiiu'  iliildnn  ol  l.oil, 

Iho'i'  who  hilii'ic  in  hi'  naim."  iJohn  1:1-' 
...I  maki'  a  diii'ioii  for  (  hri'l  Imlai.  i'»nlail  a 
hiinh  for  spirilual  (-inilanii'. 


ItHul  Southern  liapli^t  e 


BLACKABY 


viaer  to  American  presidents, 
told  Rouhani  that  Abedini's 
case  has  received  a  substan¬ 
tial  amount  of  attention  in  the 
United  States,  reflecting  nega¬ 
tively  on  Iran. 

Graham  wrote  that  he  fears 
‘that  the  current  publicitv  sur¬ 
rounding  the  continueo  im¬ 
prisonment  of  Pastor  Abedini, 
an  American  citizen,  m^  fur¬ 
ther  harm  the  already  fragile 
relationship  that  presently  ex¬ 
ists  between  our  two  nations.* 

If  Rouhani  would  release 
Ahedini,  Graham  wrote, 
such  an  action  ‘might  well 
he-,  perceived  _1^  our  leader¬ 
ship  as  a  si^ificant  step  in 
reccing  tensions.* 

While  U.S.  President  Barack 
Obama  has  yet  to  speak  pub¬ 
licly  about  Abedini,  U.S.  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  John  Kerry  has 
twice  released  routine  state¬ 
ments  throu^  his  press  office 
calling  for  Abedini’s  release. 

More  than  620,000  people 
worldwide  have  siwed  a  prti- 
tion  demanding  his  release, 
underscoring  the  international 
attention  his  case  has  received. 

In  a  blog  post  at  Desiring- 
God.org  Sept.  24,  Naghm^ 

at _ l:_T _ /I _ aU-. 


ABEDINI 

cont.  from  p.  1 


com.  from  p.  1 

transferred  home  in  Atlanta 
by  this  weekend. 

‘The  family  cannot  thank 
you  enough  for  your  prayers 
and  kind  wishes.  We  Mlieve 
God  has  some  special  tasks 
remaining  for  Henn  to  do 
and  we  know  he  will  be  eager 
to  undertake  them  as  soon  as 
he  is  better!‘ 

Blackaby,  78,  suffered  a 
heart  attack  while  driving 
in  Atlanta,  became  confused 
and  traveled  for  29  hours  be¬ 
fore  police  found  him  Sept. 
20  in  Tifton,  Ga.,  150  miles 
southeast  of  his  home. 

An  update  on  the  minis¬ 
try’s  weosite  Sept.  25  stated, 
‘Henry  has  now  been  re¬ 
moved  from  the  respirator  as 
well  as  all  remaining  tubes. 
He  has  also  been  transferred 
to  a  normal  hospital  room. 
He  is  still  in  mud  pain  and 
on  morphine,  but  recovering 
well.  The  Blackabys  continue 
to  appreciate  pr^ers  for  his 
sperfy  recovery.’^ 

Blackaby  had  been  miss¬ 
ing  from  his  home  in  Rex, 
Ga.,  in  metro  Atlanta,  since 
around  4  p.m.  on  Sept.  19. 
He  was  on  his  way  to  pick  up 

Ihis  wife  Marilynn  from  an 
appointment  when  he  suf¬ 
fered  the  heart  attack  and 
became  disoriented,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  statement  posted  on 
the  Blackaby  Ministries  In¬ 
ternational  website. 

Blackatw  is  best  knowm 
for  the  Experiencing  God 


BrattieftiooC  Mutual 


CaN  today  for  a  free  quote  888.908.3662 
or  email;  inlkeObrooksinlnlstrylnMranco.com 


mat.  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed  through 
the  postal, larvica  will  not  bo  accepted. 
Photographs  must  be  clear,  sharp,  and  vrell- 
lightad.  Photographs  must  dapict  paopla. 

No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  Photographs 
containing  inappropriate  gestures  and  o^ 
jectionabla  clothing  will  not  be  published. 
Cell  phone  photographs  and  other  low  reso¬ 
lution  items  that  do  not  reproduce  well  op 
newsprint  are  generally  not  publishable. 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items 
and/or  photographs  will  be  published,  and 
unsolicited  material  will  not  bo  acknowl¬ 
edged  All  news  items  are  subject  to  edit¬ 
ing.  and  all  photographs  are  subject  to 
cropping  News  items  and/or  photographs 
can  be  published  one  time  only  Deadline 
lor  submitting  nows  is  one  week  prior  to 
requested  publication  date  Articles  that  are 
not  date-sensitive  will  be  published  on  a 
space-available  basis  These  guide'  nes  are 
not  meant  to  be  exhaustive, 
s  address  Submit  nows  to  The  Baptist  Record,  PO 
Box  530.  Jackson.  MS  39206-0530  FAX 
(601)  292-3330  E-mail  baptistrecord* 
mbcb  org 


Submission  Guidelines  ^ 

The  Baptist  Record  it  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  church«  of 
tha  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News 
rt^s  and/m  photographs  depicting  ben¬ 
efits  and  activities  for  secular  or  outsida 
organizations  will  not  be  published. 

Proforrod  method;  news  rnay  be  submit¬ 
ted  electronically  to  the  e-mail  address 
below,  and  must  be  included  in  the  mes¬ 
sage  segment  of  an  e-mail  form.  Secondary 
method;  news  may  be  typewritten  or  neatly 
printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch  paper  and 
mailed.  All  articles  must  be  received  in  writ¬ 
ing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted  over  the 
telephone  Due  to  ever-present  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  in  JPEG  format  are 
permissible 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who.  what.  when,  where  details  of  the 
Story,  along  with  a  contact  porson 
and  telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electroni- 
cally  via  e-mail.  as  attachments  in  JPEG  for- 
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A  port»on  Th#  Villao**  Vtow  is  aHo<  atH<t 
t*«»rh  rTv*ntti  to  a  list  of  GiHs  of  Honof  and 
Monifjrv  M.miv  rjrrjiips  i'Ul  inrtivido.!'' 
oNm;!  fo  pay  tribut**  tr  •ifw-.  -.  thfmiyh 

K*.ii  *  I  'jf  il  Jntl  'i.  lpfiil 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Robert  R. 
DQIard 

Cbaoe  WUbenks 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  CSiutes  R. 
WRbonka 
ErUeae  wnUami 

Mrs.  Shale  Htrffmen 
PraooeeG.  WUbems 

MkhelftMeam 

William^ 

Mn.  Laveme  wnUems 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Uaer 
tUddos 

LeoWiUniMJr. 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmy 
HoUi^peortb 
Lots  WUliainsoa 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jimmy 
HoUingswortfa 
Mr.  Charles  W. 
Holmes 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David  C 
Briscoe 


EddkftJane 

Woodruff 


Mis.  Elite  Faye  Bailey 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Jenkins 

James  Thofnai  "Jim*  BaUard 
PattykSedi 
SuHender 

Omical  Ub  Bapt  Med 


cHlU>m 


Jim  BaBard 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmgr 


Jenldoa 

PhiDipBats 

Mra.  Ann  Stringer 
Mra.  Hand  Bennett 
Bovina  BC 
Mn.  Edna  H. 
Hosemann 
W.  U  Beny 

Mn  BOIie  Marie 
Rushing 
Dr.  NancyC  Biggs 

Mn  Jane  Waits 
Emmitt  Bigham 

PhebaBC 
Mn  Ruby  Blayiock 

John  k  Betty  Perry 
Mr.  Gary  Boggs 

Mr.kMn  Barney  J. 
Albritton 
Mn  Virginia  Bond 

Mr.  k  Mn  daytoo 
CaBender 

Mr.  k  Mn  Jennings 
Dison 

Mn  Don  Beth  Boroggbs 

Dr.  Ann  T.  Gcorgiao 
Ms.  Doris  Ward 
Batban  M.  Bounds 

Mr.  It  MnC  Scott 


Arvetu  Cummins 

J.CIi  Celeste 
Rhymes 
Use  fc  Family 
Relhak  Family 
PelekPeggy 
Ferguson 
isev.  James  Dagino 

Mn  Jep  S.  Brock 
Micha  Dennison 

Micala  Dennison 


Dr.  Rory  Le«,  Emecutive  Director 
P.O.  Bo*  27 

Clinion,  MS  3906(M)027 
(601)  922-2242 

ww««.baptaMdiiMrcmaviIlrigc.coaB 


AUGUST  aoi3 


HONOKS 


Aduh  3  SSC  North  Cohimbia  BC 
Ms.  Mary  P.  Pittman 
Ken  ft  Candy  Anderson 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Umar 
Gordon 

Sally  ft  Wayne  Baker 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  L 
Barlow 

Mrs.  Mary  Aha  Clark 

Mrs.  Kay  little 
Mrs.  Maureen  Claik 

Mrs.Kaylittte 
Ms.  Sarah  Crowley 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joe  M. 
Hendrix 

Mr.  teeter  Cummims 

NanqrShensrd 
LmeBe  Sherrsed 
Boe  and  Larry  DanawsQr 


Payton  Mitchdl 


Programs  ft  Project 
Management  Division 
The  Harrison  Family 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  U 
Flemiiig.  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  D. 
CatgOe 

TaOuteh  Hunting 
dabs  Inc. 

Mr.  Perry  Chtebobn 

CariftEunioe 

Wootery 

Mrs.  Epeya  Ctenton 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Anthony  S. 


Gabe  Mitchell 
Inna  Nadine  Dickerson 

GaryftAmye  Wiggs 
Rev.  James  *  Jim*  Dickson 
Mrs.  Harriett?. 
Ctefke 

Dow  ft  Jean  ColUns 
Mrs.  Evelyn  DUkm 
Siloam  BC 
Bobby  Dixon 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Garry 
Randall 
Marilyn  DooBttte 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Smitfa 
Mrs.  Levoote  Duer 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Grover  C 


JULY  nois 


Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Anthony  S. 

Kiy 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bari  L 
Harrte,  Jr. 


Ms.  Bobbie  Smith 


Mrs.  Eteie  Smith 

Mrs.  Charlotte 
Vickers 
Rev.  Louie  Smitfa 

Ms.  Ann  E.  Smith 
Mrs.  Nancy  Smith 

Sprir^fieUBC 
Mr.  Pram  Smith 

Rev.  ft  Mrs  WHliam 
B.Webb 
Mary  Nefl  Stewart 

CecUftPeooy 
Wsehington 
MoUe  Dem  Stodi 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Jimmy 
Hofliugeiwicth 
BiD  Stockton 


MmC  10  year  old  Richie  Lilly  from  Pontotoc,  MS.Thie  young  man  aakad  his  friends 
and  famity  to  help  him  proiddg  achool  auppl<ag  forThe  BCV  inataad  of  buying  him 
gifla  for  hia  Wtti  birthday.  Whan  aakad  why  he  would  do  this  h«aaid.  *1  lookad 
around  my  room  and  taw  I  didn't  have  anymore  room  for  atuff  and  wanted  to  help 
aomaone  aiaa.*  Wa  are  ao  bleiied  by  Richie's  generoaity.  He  ia  pictured  with  hia 
mom.  Midtelle. 


Jh4  Polver  to  Save  •  John  4:39-54 


^do  we  have  to  deny  not  want  to  he  like  Him.  .e^y.  oth-  them  they  irMM  react  in  be  judgment  man  came  to  Him  set 
b  the  Gospel?"  I  first  ers  around  me  will  thinlt 'some^ng  or  diadain?  ^ibably  so.  Nevertheless,  This  man  was  most  lik 
■W  several  year».e^o  is  wrong  with  me!  Once  yisn  decide  to  t^t  should  flit  deter  jmu  from  taking  King  Herod  Antipas. 
‘  which  Jerry  Rankin,  commit  fom  ways  and  your  watt  to  the  name  of  desus  to  every  comer  of  tions  either  give  him  I 
hf  Ae  InSeniatioBal  Jesus,  yon  will  be  out  of  step  with  pop-  your  county city.  You  wiH  discov-  man*  or  "royal  officU 
"Was  speaking.  The  ular  culture  and  sometiiiies  the  mcu  er  people  tntt  may  not  look  like  you,  most  important  title 
ftat  question  in  my  church.  Join  me  in  John  4:39-54  and  but  you  may  tad  out  they  look  a  lot  moment  was,  'daddy, 
hlions  since  that  day.  you  will  see  what  I  mean.  like  Jesus!  heard  about  the  mira 

UMckground.  lifesble  In  John  4:39-42  we  pidi  op  at  the  This  Samaritan  woman’s  testimoiw  formed  (they  were  in 
Un  a  role  in  whether  end  of  a  sto^  from  last  week’s  lesson  wasa  powerftil instrument  inthehands  of  the  water  into  win 
men  chooses  to  share  about  the  Mmaritan  woman.  Each  ofGoo.Manymen  and  women  believed  was  longing  for  Jesus 


anyone 


Explore  the 


The  Pressure  of  Retaliation  •  James  5:1-1 1 


rS. 


I 


When  we  hspe  been  wronged,  we 
are  to  search  tKf  Word  in  order  to  te¬ 
rn^  vrMi  p  atilt  endurance  b^nse 
(Jod  always  offem  a  better  solutii^  A 
Christian  is  always  teachable  and  ^ 
ham  by  quiettt  observing  those  who 
endure  opposioan  and  continue 
to  exhibit  love.  That  is  strength  to  be 
admired.  Jamedihows  us  how  we  can 
have  power  wiakuut  corruption,  and 
how  bitterness  §ai  fear  can  be  defeat¬ 
ed.  It’s  possibm  because  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  us. 

You  cannot  bt  think  about  Job  s 
eqierience.  God  himself  sicked  Satan 
on  his  faithful  servant,  and  what  pw- 
erful  lessons  we  learned  from  Job  s 
dory!  He  is  our  all-time  example 
from  the  Old  Testament  about  endur¬ 
ing  with  fahh.  Did  Job  expect  the  out¬ 
come  he  got  from  his  debacle?  Can 
we  learn  from  Job  to  not  retaliate  or 
seek  revenge?  When  we  come  to  feel 
like  we’re  in  a  pressure  cooker  and  the 
valve  is  clogg^  can  we  heed  Janies 
and  learn  to  quash  those  pressures  in¬ 
terfering  with  our  lives.  It’s  meant  to 
do  thaMor  us. 

In  James’  day,  there  were  Many 
converted  Jews  who  received  well  the 
teachings  of  Jesus,  but  here  he  seems 
to  be  writing  in  general  to  the  twelve 

tribes.  In  other  words,  the  poorer  Jews 

received  the  gospel,  but  in  general  the 
rich  rejected  It  As  a  resuh,  those  be- 
hevers  wete  haled  and  persecuted,  so 
his  flrsl  6  verses  were  addressee  to 
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Itudies  for  Life 

Evelyn  Gibson 


them.  He  warns  of  the  judgment  that 
would  come  to  them  in  V.  i,  "Wake  up 
now,  you  rich  men,  know  that  ve^  ca¬ 
lamitous  miseries  are  to  come  and  you 
will  find  no  comfort  among  them  and 
thw  will  be  there  to  eternity." 

He  explains  that  these  misenes  will 
come  because  riches  corrupt  and  your 
garments  become  moth  eaten.  Otm- 
ousK,  they  were  greedily  stockpiling 
weaith  for 
the  sake  of 
having  it. 

James  was 
not  advis¬ 
ing  against 
wise  sav¬ 
ings,  but 
was  look¬ 
ing  at  ex- 
cesses 
which  tend 
to  affect  ...  ... 

moral  concepts.  Wealth  in  their  ^y 
was  measured  by  food  stor^e,  ex^ 
clothing,  and  stocking  precious  mrt- 
slsandVwels.  Hu  point  was  death 
and  decay  are  found  in  all  of  creation. 
These  things  will  become  of  no  value 
but  can  in  fact  wound  you  and  bnng 
mAny  sorrows, 

God  allows  us  to  have  worldly  pos- 
Mssions  so  we  may  honor  Him  ai^ 
do  good  things,  but  w^n  we  sinfa  W 
hoari  and  distrust  God  s  provide^ 
care,  it  *>ec«n^neg^  Th^  ^ 

weshh  often  hegm  to  seek  power,  usu 


ally  followed  by  various  temptatioi^ 
such  as  cheating  laborers  put  of  h^ 
earned  wages  and  disenfranchising  the 
poor.  James  says  avoid  the  very  ap¬ 
pearance  of  such  responses. 

The  story  was  told  of  the  truck 
driver  having  lunch  at  the  diner  when 
a  gang  of  motorcyclists  came  in  and 
began  taunting  him.  He  seemed  to 
ignore  tjiem  and  finished  eating  and 
left.  The 
bikers 
laughed 
and  made 


that’s  not  all.  He’s  a 


fun  of  him 
as  a  poor 
specimen 
of  man¬ 
hood.  The 
waitress 
smiled 
and  said 
‘Well, 

mats  nui  «ii.  ■  poor  driver  M 
well.  He  just  ran  over  all  your  bikes. 

James  offers  a  better  course  to  fol¬ 
low.  God  does  not  forbid  us  pleasure 
on  this  earth  W  we  are  not  to  preclude 
obedience.  Luxury  not  properly  man¬ 
aged  has  a  way  of  making  us  wanton 
and  lazy.  We  become  less  aware  of  the 
needs  and  afflictions  of  others.  Don’t 
allow  pride  and  fullness  of  bread  to 
make  us  aware  of  only  selfish  pleasure. 

James  warns  the  neb  in  V.  ^3.  "You 
have  boarded  wealth  in  the  last  days. 
Still  true  today?  Worse?  Jesus  used 


an  unforgettable  example  that  it  was 
easier  for  a  camel  to  go  through  the 
eye  of  a  needle  than  for  a  rich  mail 
to  enter  heaven.  Prayer,  self-coiitrol 
in  the  midst  of  personal  persecutions 
through  faith  overcomes  our  natural 
tendency  to  get  even.  Be  very  careM 
lest  we  end  up  blaming  God  for  this 
dastardly  thing  in  our  lives. 

James  encourages  us  with  his  il¬ 
lustrations  of  the  farmer  in  V.  7,  the 
prophet  in  V.  10,  and  Job,  in  V.  11. 
Patience  followed  trusting.  God  in 
his  time  comes  to  set  things  righL 
We  are  to  endure  with  patience.  Job 
was  stripped  of  possessions,  lost  all 
bis  children,  and  was  stricken  with 
yucky  boils.  His  wife  turned  against 
cm  and  offered  ill  advice.  Yet  Job 
endured,  believing  that  God  would  not 
abandon  him. 

Retaliation  seems  to  be  desired  and 
we  savor  its  practice,  only  to  take  on 
guilt.  God’s  plan  is  available  to  us,  and 
choosing  that  leads  to  a  life  of  blessing 
and  rewards.  James  closes  his  Epistle 
abruptly  but  on  a  high  plane.  We  hu¬ 
mans  are  instruments  of  love  to  save 
souls.  "Whoever  turns  a  sinner  from 
the  error  of  his  way  will  save  him  froin 
death  and  cover  a  multitude  of  sins. 
Cover  provocation  with  patience.  If 
there  is  someone  you  are  riled  up 
against,  try  calling  the  whole  thing  off. 

Cibton  is  a  member  of  Monticello 
Church,  MomtieeOo. 


LifeWay  survey  reveals  attitudes  on  mental  illness 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  A  third  of  Americaiu  and  near¬ 
ly  of  evanaelical,  fundamentalist,  or  bom  again 
Christiana  belike  prayer  and  Bible  study  alone  can 
overcome  serious  mental  illness,  according  to  a  sur¬ 
vey  by  LifeWay  Research. 

The  survey  also  found  most  Americans  (68K) 
would  feel  welcome  in  church  if  they  were 
mentally  ill. 

Ed  Stetzer,  president  of  LifeWay  Research,  sud 
Christians  care  about  those  affectra  by  mental  ill¬ 
ness.  He’s  glad  churches  are  sMn _ 

as  a  welcome  place  for  those  with 

depression,  bipolar  disorder,  or  ^ 

schizophrenia  —  but  he  worries 

some  Qiristians  see  mental  illness  ' 

as  a  character  flaw  rather  than  a 

medical  condition. 

Christians  will  go  to  the  doctor  i 
if  they  break  their  Teg,  Stetzer  said, 
but  some  may  try  to  pray  away  se- 
rious  mental  illness.  "Tney  forget  8TET2ER 
that  the  key  part  of  mental  illness 
is  the  word  'illness.’  In  a  typical 
evangelical  church,  half  the  people 
believe  mental  illness  can  be  solved  T 

by  prayer  and  Bible  study  alone.*  vVm 

LifeWay  Research  asked  four  'jH 

questions  about  mental  illnera  as  .f  ■ 


part  of  a  telephone  survey  of  i,ooi 
Americans  conducted  Sept.  6-10. 

Thirty-five  percent  agree  with  ^ 

the  ‘With  CLINTON 

study  prayer,  alone,  j^ple 
with  serious  mental  illness  like  de- 

pression,  bipolar  disorder  and  schizophrenia  could  Tl% 

overcome  illness. 

Responses  are  split  by  both  faith  and  age.  Fifty 
percent  of  those  18-29  years  old  say  prayer  and  Bible 

study  could  overcome  mental  illness.  That  number  ^  1CX«Z_  B  a  m  - 

falls  to  less  than  30%  for  those  55-64.  BPLjflArWV  ®  Among  M  Amoneana 

Evangelical,  fundamentalist,  or  born-again  Chris-  ■BMMWM*' 

tiaiu  (48X)  agree  prayer  can  overcome  mental  ill- - 

ness.  Only  27%  of  other  Americans  agree.  jumps  to  64K  among  evangelical,  fundamentalist, 

_  ,.  or  bom  again  Christiana. 

Among  other  findings; 

■  Just  over  half  (51*)  say  someone  close  to  them  "  r*!"  “r^”* 

has  experienced  mental  illness.  That  number  drops  least  likely  to  agree  that  churches  welcome 

to  37%  for  those  over  65.  those  with  mental  illness.  Those  who  attend  weeluy 

see  churches  as  welcoming. 

■  Fifty-four  percent  of  Americans  say  churches  Tim  Clinton,  president  of  Forest,  Va.-based  Amer- 
should  do  more  to  prevent  suicide.  That  number  ican  Association  of  Christian  Counselors,  said  spiri¬ 


tuality  can  play  a  crucial  role  in  treating  mental  ill¬ 
ness.  He  called  it  “soul  care.“ 

Clinton  hopes  more  churches  will  become  open  to 
talking  about  mental  illness.  That  means  taking  a  ho¬ 
listic  approach  that  deals  with  spiritual,  emotional, 
and  physical  concerns. 

That  can  involve  counseling  and  medication  as 
well  as  prayer  and  Bible  study,  he  said.  “Churches 
need  to  be  biblical  communities  of  healing.’ 


First  Person:  Check  personal  ‘blind  spots’  every  day 


By  Larry  Doyla 
Corraspondant 

We  know  how  important 
it  is  to  check  the  blind  spot 
when  driving.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  important  lessons  we 
learo  in  driver’s  education 
class.  Failing  to  check  the 
blind  spot  could  easily  result 
in  an  accident. 

After  years  of  insistence 
and  persistence  from  my  wife, 
I  finally  purchased  blind  spot 
mirrors  for  our  cars.  Now,  I 
don’t  know  how  I  got  along 
without  them  all  these  years 
^  and  I  don’t  know  why  I  wait¬ 
ed  so  long.  They  have  literally 
saved  my  life  more  than  once. 

There  are,  however,  other 
kinds  of  blind  spots  in  life  that 
are  equally  important.  The 
truth  is  that  most  of  us  have 
huge  blind  spots  when  it  comes 
to  understanding  ourselves 
and  seeing  ourselves  as  others 
see  us.  It  is  easy  to  recognize 
the  faults  and  shortcomings  of 


others  and  ftul  to  see  our  own. 

Jesus  taught  this  truth  to 
His  disciples,  “Why  do  you 
look  at  the  speck  that  is  in  your 
brother’s  eye,  but  do  not  notice 
the  log  that  is  in  your  own  eye? 
Or  how  can  you  say  to  your 
brother,  ‘Let  me  take  the  speck 
out  of  your  eye,’  and  be^ld, 
the  log  is  in  your  own  eye?’ 
(Matthew  7:^). 

Our  inainlity  to  recognize 
our  weaknesses  and  vuTner- 
abilities  is  dangerous  to  our 
spiritual  and  emotional  health. 

After  the  Last  Supper  with 
His  disciples,  Jesus  predicted 
His  arrest  and  subsequent 
death.  Then  He  said  to  His  dis¬ 
ciples,  “You  will  all  fall  away 
b^useof  me  this  night’  Si¬ 
mon  Peter  answered  and  said, 
“Even  though  all  may  fall  away 
because  of  You,  I  will  never 
fell  away.’ 

To  this,  Jesus  respond¬ 
ed,  Truly  I  say  to  you  that 
this  very  ni^t,  before  a  cock 
crows,  you  snail  deny  Me  threi 


times.’  Peter  then  exclaimed, 
‘Even  if  I  must  die  witlO(ou, 
I  will  not  deny  you,’  (Matthew 
26:31-35). 

We  an  know  what  happened 
shortly  afterward.  In  the  face 
of  accusations  from  a  little 
drl.  Peter  denied  the  Lord 
three  times. 

It  is  obvious  —  Peter  had  a 
huge  blind  spot.  He  was  not 
self-aware.  It  cost  him  his  tes¬ 
timony  and  broke  his  heart. 
It  took  the  convicting  work  of 
God’s  Spirit  to  bring  him  to  a 
point  where  he  could  see  both 
his  strengths  and  his  weak¬ 
nesses  and  to  the  realization 
that  he  must  depend  totally 
on  God. 

Many  years  later,  a  more 
humble  and  self-aware  Si¬ 
mon  Peter  would  write  these 
wordsr  “If  anyone  speakk,  he 
should  do  It  as  one  speak¬ 
ing  the  very  words  of  God.  If 
an3rone  serves,  he  should  do 
it  with  the  strength  God  pro¬ 
vides,  so  that  in  at’  things  God 


may  be  praised  throu^  Jesus 
Christ.  To  him  be  the  ^ory  and 
the  power  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen,’  (1  Peter  4:11). 

God’s  Word  serves  as  a 
roiritual  blind  spot  mirror. 
TTie  apostle  Paul  wrote,  “For 
by  the  grace  given  me  I  say  to 
every  one  of  you:  Do  not  think 
of  youraelf  more  highly  than 
you  ou^t,  but  rather  think  of 
yourself  with  sober  judgment, 
in  accordance  with  the  mea¬ 
sure  of  faith  God  has  given 
you’  (Romans  12:3). 

God’s  Word,  just  like  the 
mirrors  on  our  cars,  is  effec¬ 
tive  only  if  we  put  it  to  use. 
God’s  Word  is  not  a  magical 
l^k  of  formulas  and  incanta¬ 
tions  to  be  recited  when  we  are 
in  trouble  or  need  advice.  In  a 
real  sense  it  serves  as  a  mirror, 
reflecting  back  to  us  the  reality 
of  our  sins  and  human  limita¬ 
tions,  of  God’s  mercy  and  grace 
and  God’s  desire  to  transform 
us  into  the  likeness  of  His  Son. 

In  order  for  God’s  Word  to 


be  effective,  we  must  apply 
and  obey  the  Word,  not  just 
hear  it.  “But  proi-  yourselves 
doers  of  the  word,  and  not 
merely  hearers  who  delude 
themselves.  For  if  anyone  is 
a  hearer  of  the  word  and  not 
a  doer,  he  is  like  a  man  who 
looks  at  his  natural  face  in  a 
mirror;  for  once  he  has  looked 
at  himself  and  gone  away,  he 
has  immediately  forgotten 
what  kind  of  person  he  was. 
But  one  who  looks  intently  at 
the  perfect  law,  the  law  of  lib¬ 
erty,  and  abides  by  it,  not  hav¬ 
ing  become  a  forgetfol  hearer 
but  an  effectual  doer,  this 
man  will  be  blessed  in  what  he 
does,’  (James  1:22-25). 

Have  you  checked  your 
blind"spoTtoday? 

Dop/e  is  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  of  Piedmont  Association 
in  Greensboro,  North  Caroli¬ 
na.  His  commentary  appears 
courtesy  of  Baptist  ^ss. 


